
Taking Charge of Change 
Governmental Affairs Leadership Conference 

General Session and Workshop Descriptions: 
 

General Session I 
Tuesday, February 19 10:30-11:30AM 
 
Grand Ballroom 
Presenter: Jesse Watters, Fox News: co-Host of “The Five” and “Watters World”  
 
Workshop Descriptions: 
1:00-2:00PM 
 
Farmers for Free Trade: In this session Brian Kuehl will discuss the impacts Farmers for Free Trade is 
having in the trade policy.  Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of this organization and routinely works 
alongside them to educate policy makers on the importance of trade.  Highlights of the groups work will 
be shared. 
 
Presenter:  
Brian Kuehl, Co-Director, Farmers for Free Trade  
Room: Lincoln Room (1st Floor) 
 
Changing Tide of the General Assembly:  This past election brought a significant wave of new faces to 
the Illinois General Assembly.  We are also seeing a metamorphosis in the political landscape across the 
state.  These transformations will bring new dynamics in the way decisions are made by the General 
Assembly.  Come and discuss how we need to transform as an electorate with this changing tide. 
 
Presenter:  
Kevin Semlow, Director of State Legislation, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Room: Ottawa (2nd Floor) 
 
Property Assessment Highlights: Understanding property assessment practices on real estate connected 
to your farming operation makes good business sense.  In addition to the annual review of assessments 
on farmland and buildings, farmers across the state are being asked to incorporate renewable energy 
devices onto their farm property.  This session will focus on local and statewide practices that drive 
assessments and taxation on those routine and unique properties.  We’ll hit the highlights on farmland 
assessment values, farm building approach to value, including depreciation and the uniform, statewide 
formula for assessing wind and solar properties.   
 
Presenter:   
Brenda Matherly, Assistant Director of Local Government, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Room: Gov. Altgeld (2nd Floor) 
 
Seeds of Wellness: Cultivating a Better Tomorrow Through Mental Wellness:  Stress on our agricultural 
producers and their families is at a high, but too often the stigma around identifying a problem and 
seeking help overshadows the desire to get better. During this session, we will discuss how to identify 
signs of stress, how to talk about needing help, and how to work towards overall mental 
wellness.  Because not everything can be fixed with duct tape and bailing wire. 
 
Presenter:  
Amy Rademaker, Rural Health & Farm Safety Program Coordinator, Carle Hospital  
Room: Gov. Bond (2nd Floor)  



Social Media Success Q&A:  During this session, hear from experienced and influential social media 
users, Deanne Frieders, who runs the blog, “This Farm Girl Cooks,” and from Farm Hats founder, Kent 
Blunier. Hear how they have harnessed the power of social media to promote agriculture in unique ways 
and engage with those inside and outside of ag. You’ll also get the chance to ask the panel questions 
about social media use.  Attendees will leave this session feeling inspired and empowered to start 
sharing and talking about farm life on social media. 
 
Presenters:  
Deanne Frieders, Blogger “This Farm Girl Cooks” 
Kent Blunier, Farm Hats founder 
Room: Gov. Yates (2nd Floor) 
 
General Session II 
Tuesday, February 19 2:15-3:00PM 
 
IFB Priority Issues Update – 2019 -- Illinois Farm Bureau Governmental Affairs staff brief you on IFB’s 
state and national priority issue agendas for the coming year and prepare you to participate in the 
evening’s statewide legislative reception. 
 
Presenters: 
Mark Gebhards, Executive Director of Governmental Affairs & Commodities, Illinois Farm Bureau 
Adam Nielsen, Director of National Legislation & Policy Development, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Kevin Semlow, Director of State Legislation, Illinois Farm Bureau  
 
Workshop Description 
3:15-4:15PM 
 
Farmers for Free Trade: In this session Brian Kuehl will discuss the impacts Farmers for Free Trade is 
having in the trade policy.  Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of this organization and routinely works 
alongside them to educate policy makers on the importance of trade.  Highlights of the groups work will 
be shared. 
 
Presenter:  
Brian Kuehl, Co-Director, Farmers for Free Trade  
Room: Lincoln Room (1st Floor) 
 
Understanding Year 2019 Basis in Illinois – Implications for marketing, crop income, transportation and 
the future: Basis, contracts, and transportation: What is basis, why does it matter to farmers and local 
governments, and what can public and private investment do about it?  This workshop will explain the 
subtleties of the grain pricing dynamic called “basis” and how it ties into transportation, storage 
infrastructure, trade, China and tariffs.  This session will engage you, educate you, and answer your 
questions about how to mitigate basis risk and what future basis-related dynamics are headed your way, 
such as the Illinois locks closures in year 2020. 
 
Presenters:  
Aaron Curtis, MID-CO  
Room: Ottawa (2nd Floor) 
 
 
 
 
 



Diversifying with Livestock: Panel of farmers, livestock developers, and industry reps to share 
experiences and answer questions on diversifying the farm portfolio with livestock. 
 
Presenter:  
Nic Anderson, Business Developer, Illinois Livestock Group 
Room: Gov. Altgeld (2nd Floor) 
 
 
Surface Transportation Infrastructure Funding: This will help members to understand the basis upon 
which current arguments are being made regarding Illinois’ surface transportation infrastructure 
funding.  We’ll cover past actions and conditions that have brought us to our current situation.  We’ll 
look at the status of transportation infrastructure across Illinois at the State and local levels.  General 
benefits and drawbacks of various funding types—including user fees—will be explored.  And we’ll 
review the “Lockbox” amendment for its potential impacts on transportation funds.  This session will not 
consider the merits of specific proposals pending in the Illinois General Assembly.  
 
Presenters:  
Kevin Rund, Sr. Director of Local Government, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Rebecca Mason, Executive Director of Infrastructure Council, Illinois Chamber of Commerce  
Room: Gov. Bond (2nd Floor)  
 
Social Media Success Q&A:  During this session, hear from experienced and influential social media 
users, Deanne Frieders, who runs the blog, “This Farm Girl Cooks,” and from Farm Hats founder, Kent 
Blunier. Hear how they have harnessed the power of social media to promote agriculture in unique ways 
and engage with those inside and outside of ag. You’ll also get the chance to ask the panel questions 
about social media use.  Attendees will leave this session feeling inspired and empowered to start 
sharing and talking about farm life on social media. 
 
Presenters:  
Deanne Frieders, Blogger “This Farm Girl Cooks” 
Kent Blunier, Farm Hats founder 
Room: Gov. Yates (2nd Floor) 
 
Workshop Descriptions 
4:30-5:30PM 
 
Clean Water Rule: IFB’s Regulatory Comment Campaign: During this session, Lauren will summarize the 
substance of the proposed rule and IFB’s plans for the regulatory comment campaign.  Learn how you 
can get involved and stand up for clean water and clear rules.   
 
Presenter:  
Lauren Lurkins, Director of Natural & Environmental Resources  
Room: Lincoln Room (1st Floor)  
 
Industrial Hemp in Illinois: This session will provide the latest information on growing industrial hemp in 
Illinois.  You will hear an update on the status of the proposed licensing process and regulations for 
growing industrial hemp.  The agronomic challenges associated with growing industrial hemp and 
potential academic research on the crop will also be discussed.   
 
Presenters: 
Bill Bodine, Associate Director of State Legislation, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Karla Gage, PhD, Assistant Professor of Weed Science & Plant Biology, Southern Illinois University  
Room: Ottawa (2nd Floor) 



Dicamba Update for 2019: Dicamba products were re-registered by USEPA for over-the-top (OTT) use on 
soybeans and cotton for the 2019-2020 growing seasons. Lyndsey will discuss the new federal 
requirements for the products as well as state and industry resources that can assist with farmer 
compliance. Lastly, best practice recommendations from university researchers will be discussed.  
 
Presenter:  
Lyndsey Ramsey, Associate Director of Natural and Environmental Resources, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Room: Gov. Altgeld (2nd Floor) 
 
Trucking Regulations – New Laws for 2019: Hear from Illinois Farm Bureau staff on the new trucking 
regulations for 2019 that may impact your operation and farm.   
 
Presenters:  
Kevin Rund, Sr. Director of Local Government, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Kirby Wagner, Assistant Director of Transportation & Local Government, Illinois Farm Bureau  
Room: Gov. Bond (2nd Floor)  
 
Dairy Revenue Protection: A Brand-New Vital Protection for Dairy Farmers: Dairy farmers now have 
access to a brand-new revenue protection policy through the federal crop insurance program.  Even 
though the program only launched three months ago, sales across the US have been quite active 
illustrating the value and importance of this vital protection for dairy farmers.  This session will provide 
the necessary information to help you understand your options and how the program works.  
 
Presenter:  
Doug Yoder, Crop Agency Manger, COUNTRY Financial  
Room: Gov. Yates (2nd Floor) 
 
 


